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Assaults on border agents increase 


But Tucson sector sees 
24 percent fewer in 2017 


Rafael Carranza 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Despite a historic drop in apprehen- 
sions of undocumented immigrants 
along the U.S.-Mexico border in 2017, 
assaults on Border Patrol agents nearly 
doubled, according to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 


The Border Patrol reported 774 as- 
saults against its agents this past fiscal 
year, a 76 percent increase from the pre- 
vious year. The fiscal year ended in Sep- 
tember. 

A closer look at the numbers shows 
the increase was almost exclusively in 
Texas’ Rio Grande Valley. The number of 
assaults against agents in that sector 
alone roughly equaled the total for the 
entire border in 2016. 

The Rio Grande Valley was by far the 
busiest smuggling route. An agent sta- 
tioned there encountered, on average, 


about 44 migrants last year — four times 
more than agents in the Tucson sector, 
the second-busiest route. 

“That is going to be one reason for the 
assaults: We’re encountering more peo- 
ple,” Agent Chris Cabrera said. He’s sta- 
tioned in McAllen, in the Rio Grande 
Valley, and is spokesman for the local 
Border Patrol union. “If we’re encoun- 
tering more people and they know we're 
short-staffed, that’s a pretty dangerous 
recipe right there.” 

Cabrera said the numbers are only 
part of the story. Apprehensions — the 


most reliable measure of migration pat- 
terns — have hit historic lows along the 
Southwest border, but they’re still rela- 
tively high in the Rio Grande Valley. 

And while the number of apprehen- 
sions has more than doubled in the past 
five years, staffing has only increased by 
22 percent. Meanwhile, the Border Pa- 
trol has struggled to retain and hire new 
agents. 

As a result, agents here cover greater 
distances, encounter a larger number of 


See BORDER, Page 8A 


SUN DEVILS ROLL TO 12-0 


ASU’s Romello White high-fives fans Friday after a 104-65 home win over Pacific. Next up for the still- 


undefeated Sun Devils: a Dec. 30 showdown with rival Arizona in Tucson. Story, 1C. patrick BREEN/THE REPUBLIC 


AG says SRP 
broke Open 
Meeting Law 
with emails 


Ryan Randazzo 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Salt River Project’s elected officials 
twice violated the state Open Meeting 
Law, and the utility must conduct ex- 
tra training for those officials, accord- 
ing to the Arizona Attorney General’s 
Office. 

In February and March, a former 
board member and a current board 
member made separate complaints to 
the Attorney General’s Office regard- 
ing emails SRP officials exchanged 
that discussed the pending retirement 
of CEO Mark Bonsall and compensa- 
tion for executives. 

SRP is a public utility governed by a 
president, a vice president and 14 
board members who are elected by 
people who own property in SRP terri- 
tory. 

Those officials are subject to the 
state Open Meeting Law, Assistant At- 
torney General Ann Hobart said in a 
Dec. 6 letter. 

Communicating via email about 
matters that will be voted on at a pub- 


See SRP, Page 8A 


Trump signs tax overhaul, talks bipartisanship 


President Donald Trump on Friday called a massive 
tax overhaul that slashes corporate and individual tax 
rates “a bill for the middle class and a bill for jobs” as he 
signed the measure into law. 

Trump also signed a bill to keep the government 
funded until mid-January, then left Washington for 
Mar-a-Lago, his private Florida club, for the holidays. 

The president challenged Democrats to work with 
him to secure infrastructure funding in 2018, saying, “I 
really do believe we're going to have a lot of bipartisan 
work done. ... I really believe infrastructure can be bi- 
partisan.” 

On the tax plan, Trump said corporations are “going 
wild” about the reductions in the business tax rate, 
which the GOP says will spur growth. Story, 1B 


® USA TODAY Nation & World, Section B 


President Donald Trump displays the $1.5 trillion 
tax overhaul package after signing it Friday. AP 


GOP plan spurs $1.3M in 
bonuses by Bob Parsons 


Perry Vandell Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Scottsdale resident Bob Parsons gave $1.3 million in 
bonuses to his employees Friday after passage of the 
GOP tax plan. 

The money will go to 725 employees at YAM World- 
wide, a Parsons-owned holding company that oper- 
ates more than a dozen businesses. 

Parsons founded GoDaddy, an internet domain- 
name registrar, and was known for extravagant holi- 


See PARSONS, Page 12A 


TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT SPORTS, 3C 


The UCLA football team arrives at Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport on Friday. The Bruins 
are playing Kansas State in the Cactus Bowl at Chase 
Field on Tuesday. CHERYL EVANS/THE REPUBLIC 


DPS trooper is arrested, 
accused of grenade theft 


A firearms instructor and 18-year veteran of the Ari- 
zona Department of Public Safety was arrested 
Thursday night on suspicion of theft and weapons 
charges. Officials say he kept eight flashbang gre- 
nades from a 201 training session instead of return- 
ing them to the department, records show. 3A 


Identified flying object 


Did you see that ... thing in the sky Friday night over 
the Valley? Well, it wasn’t an extraterrestrial visitor 
— it was a rocket launched in California. 13A 


Weather 


High 66° X Low 43° 
Partly sunny. More, 2A 
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